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Engagement in the World

> Top CEO’s and Diplomats
Discuss Global Leadership

> Celebrating U.S.-

Azerbaijan Friendship
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Collaboration

Department of State, Aspen Institute and
Wilson Center Co-host 50th Anniversary
Art in Embassies Event

Program promotes cross-cultural exchange through contemporary art

L-R: Glenn Lowry, | Dlrector of the dern Art (|

State Department Medal of Art reclplents Artists Kl Ki Smi

Mae Weems, Jeff Koons, Shahzia Sikander, & Cai Guo-Qiang & his
Translator & Project Manager Chinyan Wong, begin the evening’s
remarkable conversation

n November 29, five of the world’s most recognized artists —Cai Guo-Qiang, Jeff Koons, Shahzia Sikander, Kiki Smith,
and Carrie Mae Weems—gathered to discuss art and diplomacy. This public event followed an open house with
/. students from The Washington Ballet, The Corcoran ArtReach, the Levine School of Music, and the Washington
" Middle Schoal for Girls, who created compelling dances, music, sculptures, and poetry in response to the work
of artist Nick Cave at THEARC the previous day.

The “Talk Back” at THEARC, kicked off the Washington-based components of the Department of State’s Art in Embassies (AIE)
50th anniversary year-long programming. AlE seeks to spread the works of artists to U.S. missions across the globe, an initiative
aimed at fostering cross-cultural public diplomacy through art.

This well-attended panel discussion was co-hosted by the Department of State, the Aspen Institute, the Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars, and the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center. To acknowledge Art in
Embassies’ origins within the Museum of Modern Art, Glenn Lowry, the current director of the museum, graciously moderated
the panel discussion on mutual cultural exchange.

Poet and performer Marc Bamuthi Joseph, one of America’s vital voices in performance, arts education, and artistic curation,
opened the evening with an excerpt from The Break/s, a solo performance referencing the experiences of an American artist
traveling in Europe, Asia and Africa.
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The panelists discussed various aspects of cultural exchange,
including the need for artists to be open to ideas from different
countries and AlE’s curatorial selection process for particular
pieces featured in U.S. embassies. Specific examples of
AlE's work were examined, including placing Sikander’s
reinterpretations of the ancient art of miniature paintings in the
artist’s native Pakistan; installing Cai's symbolic Eagle Landing
on Pine Branch in Beijing; and hanging Weems’ intimate
photographs of vernacular forms in Mali.

The evening’s discussion emphasized AlE’s goal to unite
different cultures over shared universal experiences through
creativity, collaboration, and diplomacy. And it showcased the
incredible talent and remarkable generosity of the artists who
participate in this program.

]
Educator, essayist, and artist Marc Bamuthi Joseph opens the evening
with a Spoken Word performance

The next morning kicked off with a reception hosted by

Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Army Gen. Martin Dempsey
and Secretary Leon Panetta at the Department of Defense
(DOD). The event honored 12 DOD and Department of State
photographers who were selected from the photography
competition “Serving Abroad... Through Their Eyes,” a
collaborative effort between DOD and State. This innovative
partnership drew more than 3,000 submissions, of which 89
photographers where featured with 161 photographs taken by
military, Foreign Service, and civil service personnel. Previous
Secretaries of State and Joint Chiefs were involved in the final
selections. The exhibition is currently on view at the Pentagon
and will be on display at the Department of State.

That afternoon, the five artists, all longtime supporters of

Art in Embassies, were honored by then-Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton with the inaugural Department of
State's Medal of Arts, during a ceremony and luncheon in the
Benjamin Franklin Room. As Secretary Clinton has noted,
“Through its temporary exhibitions and permanent collections,
Art in Embassies intrigues, educates and connects, playing an
ambassadorial role as important as that served by traditional
diplomacy. Connecting people to people through the visual
arts advances freedom of expression and invites an exchange
of ideas.”

Collaboration

Connecting people to people through the visual
arls advances reedom ol expression and invites
an exchange ol ideas. Hillary Rodham Clinton

Following the Medal of Arts ceremony, the 50th anniversary
celebration featured an explosive combination of
pyrotechnics, artistry and optical illusion staged by Medal of
Arts honoree Cai Guo-Qiang. Outside the Freer Gallery of Art,
a live 40-foot tall pine tree erupted in a shimmer of fireworks,
followed by black ink-like smoke to mimic the flowing

beauty of traditional Chinese brush drawings. The event was
presented by AlE in cooperation with Smithsonian’s Arthur
Sackler Gallery, which was celebrating its 25th anniversary.

Working with more than 20,000 artists, museums, collectors,
and galleries, Art in Embassies is a landmark public-private
partnership that exhibits more than 4,000 artists annually

in some 200 U.S. embassies and consulates around the
world. With a mission to advance cultural diplomacy, AIE
programs encompass exhibitions, permanent collections,
site-specific commissions, and unprecedented two-way artist
exchanges. To date, more than 100 artists have traveled to
various countries, participating in Art in Embassies exchange
programs. These artists and exchanges engage audiences

in cultural programming activities such as master classes,
lectures, workshops, community projects and studio visits,
and they collaborate with local artists to produce works now
on display in embassies and consulates.

As this panel demonstrated, the program’s mission to
foster global cross-cultural exchange through contemporary
visual art creates the sustainable connections essential for
promoting smart power. G

The public event took place in the
_ Amphitheater at the Ronald Reagan
Building and International Trade Center
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RONALD REAGAN BUILDING AND
INTERNATIONAL
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1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW | Washington, DC 20004
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World Trade Center Washington, DC

A preeminent forum in the heart of the nation’s capital
advancing international commerce and global diplomacy.

By uniting the country’s premier public and private trade resources,

the International Trade Center:
e Maximizes compstitive advantages for U.S. businesses
e Creates a forum of information, education, dialogue and events
e  Streamlines access to the country’s top trade experts, networks and services
*  Provides a distinguished setting for cultural exchanges and global networking
e Atftracts foreign delegations and trade missions

*  Serves as a staging point for trade activities and announcements

To learn more about hosting international programming at the International Trade Center,
please visit www.itcdc.com or call 202-312-1655.
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