A colorful tapestry of Chicago’s Art

The story of Chicago and its proud citizens for me personifies the American dream. Like many
Chicagoans, I'm the daughter of immigrants who came here to give their kids a better life and better
opportunities to grow, get an education, achieve their goals, no matter how far-fetched they seemed.

| grew up on the Southwest Side of Chicago, in an idyllic neighborhood of different cultures, faces and
names - all living shoulder-to-shoulder in modest, square houses. My neighbors on one side were
Mexican-Americans, on the other side African-Americans, and across the street they hailed from
Lithuania, Poland, and India. We didn’t have much money or many toys, but | will never forget how all of
us children would gather after school and run through the streets together, playing ball and being free.
We didn’t see our differences in culture or religion. Instead we focused on our similarities like a mutual
love for kick-ball, Michael Jordan, or Chicago-style deep dish pizza.

This feeling of togetherness and a celebration of our differences is what | have striven to bring to
Sweden through our Art in Embassies exhibition. | am not an art connoisseur, but | took this task very
seriously by spending weeks in Chicago, scouting out art and artists with a story of multiculturalism and
a message of tolerance. | wanted to highlight not only the art, but the story and identity of the artists as
a commentary on their work.

What | found was even more inspiring than | ever could have imagined. Through their work, the nine
artists included in this exhibition, ranging from their 20s to 80s and hailing from locales as disparate as
Afghanistan to Puerto Rico, each enacts positive change in their communities. Social responsibility is a
pillar and motivation for each of the artists, as is mentoring youth who may not have the advantages
they deserve. Having a greater purpose beyond one’s self and leveling the playing field for all is
something | have found to be integral to the Swedish culture as well. I'm very proud to have the capacity
to bring Chicago art here to Sweden, to celebrate all we have in common as Chicagoans, Americans,
Swedes and citizens of this world.
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