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Američka veleposlanica 
ekskluzivno u Gloriji 
predstavlja kolekciju 
umjetnina koje je za svoju 
zagrebačku rezidenciju 
odabrala u suradnji s 
kuratorima State 
Departmenta, no najvažniji 
savjetnik u formiranju 
zbirke bila je njena mama

julietA vAlls noyes
izložba SaMo za odabrane oči

Napisao Nevio PiNtar
FotograFije Matej Dokić

američka veleposlanica između radova 
julia Larraza i Humberta Calzada (1). Djelo 
američkog umjetnika johna Wooda (2). 
veleposlaničina zbirka tintarnica (3)
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Svakome tko prvi put posjeti rezidenciju 
Juliete Valls Noyes, američke veleposla
nice u Hrvatskoj, domaćica će s ne  s kri
venim zadovoljstvom i ponosom najprije 
pokazati reprezentativnu kolekciju slika i 

fotografija trinaestero suvremenih američkih autora. 
Zidove svoje rezidencije, lijepe kuće sa spek
takularnim vrtom na zagrebačkom Tuškancu, uk 
rasila je umjetničkim djelima po svom izboru, a za 
tu malu izložbu, koja će trajati koliko i njezin man
dat, otisnut je poseban katalog. Oduševljena je što 
može svakodnevno promatrati te umjetnine koje su, 
kaže, unijele novu svjetlost i živost u njezin život.

Svaki američki veleposlanik može u suradnji s 
kuratorima State Departmenta izabrati umjetnička 
djela koja im nešto znače i govore o njihovim prio
ritetima. Njezina ekselencija Julieta Valls Noyes, 
prva žena na čelu američkog veleposlanstva u 
Hrvatskoj, također i prva Hispanoamerikanka na 
tom položaju, svojim je odabirom željela ilustrirati 
ono u što duboko vjeruje: da je najveća snaga nje
zine domovine u tome što uspješno sjedinjuje sve 
moguće raznolikosti.

‘KAMO gOd dA putujeM, 
neštO Me vuče dA OdeM nA 
lOKAlni buvljAK. OdlAziM 
i nA zAgrebAčKi hrelić’, 
KAže velepOslAnicA

Dnevni boravak rezidencije 
juliete valls Noyes (1). 
Slika afroameričke umjetnice 
alice Beasley (2). 
apstraktno platno ‘Navajo’ 
slikarice emmi Whitehorse 
(3). Fotografija victorije 
Zamorano, izbjeglice s kube 

rezidenciju na tuškancu 
krase i fotografije Muriel 

Hasbun, nadahnute 
sudbinom njezine bake koja 

je preživjela holokaust

Zbirka figurica 
nosoroga počela je 
kao obiteljska šala
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umirovljenog diplomata, s kojim ima troje dje
ce: kćer Alexandru te sinove Nicholasa i 
Matthewa. Supružnici su pretežito radili u istim 
diplomatskim predstavništvima tako da nikad 
nisu bili predugo razdvojeni, a od rujna prošle 
godine zajedno su u Zagrebu. Njihova već odra
sla djeca žive svoje živote u Americi, no već su 
posjetili roditelje u Hrvatskoj. Iako je Julieta 
Valls Noyes iskusna diplomatkinja, Zagreb joj 
je prvo veleposlaničko mjesto, a u Hrvatskoj je 
prvi put bila 2012. u pratnji tadašnje državne 
tajnice Hillary Clinton.

 Odmah sam se zaljubila u Hrvatsku iako 
sam jedva imala vremena bilo što vidjeti. Već 
tada sam sama sebi obećala da ću se vratiti i  
evo me! Ve  lika mi je čast i privilegij zastupati 
svoju domovinu u ovoj predivnoj zemlji. Divno 
je i uzbudljivo otkako sam došla u Hrvatsku, sa 
zadovoljstvom radim na projektima i inicijati
vama koji su ozbiljni i važni, ali također i 
zabavni. Nick i ja uživamo zajedno upoznava
jući Hrvatsku. Volimo obilaziti muzeje, izlaziti 
u restorane… Sviđa mi se sve što sam ovdje 
probala, osobito riba i borovnice. Naj  više volim 

jednostavno šetati ulicama grada, promatrati ljude, 
sjesti nekamo na kavu… Jako mi se sviđa Dolac, 
zaista je prekrasan i živopisan.

kolekcionarka Obišla je američka vele
poslanica i famozni zagrebački buvljak Hrelić, gdje 
je kupila novi prilog za svoju bogatu zbirku tintar
nica. Gdje god je u svijetu, nešto je vuče da prošvr
lja lokalnim buvljakom. Kako je dosad živjela u 11 
zemalja, a posjetila ih oko 80, može se reći da je 
međunarodni ekspert za tu vrstu shoppinga. 

 Buvljaci su mi jako zabavni, kao lov na blago. 
Na Hreliću ima svega i svačega, a tri posto su cool 
stvari  stručno procjenjuje američka veleposlanica. 

Svoju zbirku tintarnica iz cijelog svijeta, u ko 
joj je i zlatno nalivpero s posvetom sultana od 
Bruneja, drži na antiknom stoliću koji je kupila 
dok je službovala u Španjolskoj.

 U rezidenciju sam unijela vrlo malo pokuć
stva, ali bez tog stolića i zbirke tintarnica ne bih 
mogla živjeti. Prvu tintarnicu, koja je pripadala 
mojoj baki, dobila sam nakon njezine smrti i tako 
sam ih počela skupljati. Imam tintarnice iz svih 
zemalja gdje smo živjeli, sada i iz Hrvatske  priča 
gospođa Valls Noyes, koja skuplja sve i svašta. 
Ima, primjerice, zbirku figurica nosoroga, posudica 
za svetu vodicu, raznovrsne drvene i metalne kuti
jice, zbirku raskošno uokvirenih ogledala iz Perua, 
bočica za ružinu vodicu iz Marakeša, a u Zagreb je 
donijela i oveću kolekciju božićnih jaslica. 

 Mislim da nijedan predmet iz mojih kolekcija 
nije osobito vrijedan, 
ali meni su drage 
us pomene. Sup rug i 
ja zajedno ku  pujemo 
takve stvari, volimo 
imati nešto po    sebno 
sa svakog mjesta 
koje pos je ti mo. Kad 
god dođemo u neku 
no  vu zem   lju, uvi  jek 
kupimo novi ukras 
za bo  žićno drvce. 
Kad ga okitimo, iz 
gle  da kao jelka Uje  
dinjenih na  roda.

I u Hrvatskoj su 
kupili novi ukras za 
bor te dvije umjetni
čke slike, a američka 
veleposlanica ima 
još vremena da svoje 
dražesne ko  lek cije 
upot  puni no  vim su 
ve  nirima i us  pome
na ma iz Hrvat ske. ■ 

 Na ovoj izložbi zastupljeni su umjetnici raz
no rodnog podrijetla i autorskog izričaja, no nji
hova djela funkcioniraju kao jedinstvena kolekci
ja i mislim da izgledaju sjajno dok zajedno vise u 
ovoj kući. Zato je moto ove izložbe isti kao na 
grbu SADa: E pluribus unum (Iz mnogih, jed
no). Uzbu đena sam i sretna što živim s takvim 
umjetničkim djelima koja na prekrasan način 
pokazuju da ljudi različitih svjetonazora, rasa, 
dobi, spola i religija mogu živjeti zajedno u jed
noj zemlji. Mi s lim da je to ono što Ameriku čini 
velikom i počašćena sam što ovu izložbu mogu 
podijeliti s ljudima u Hrvatskoj  govori američka 
veleposlanica.

internacionalni život Premda u 
rezidenciju na Tuškancu ne može ući baš svatko s 
ceste, gospođa Valls Noyes tvrdi da kroz njezin 
dom prolazi iznenađujuće mnogo hrvatskih građa
na, tako da uvijek ima publike za izložbu “E pluri
bus unum”. Kako je ona dijete kubanskih emigra
nata, u kolekciju je uvrstila i djela troje američkih 
umjetnika kubanskih korijena, no tu su i kreacije 
Afroamerikanaca, Amerikanaca azijskog i europ
skog podrijetla, a veliko apstraktno oslikano plat
no, prikazano i na naslovnici kataloga, rad je 
Emmi Whitehorse iz indijanskog plemena Navajo. 
Muriel Hasbun unuka je žene koja je preživjela 
holokaust i kroz svoje fotografije govori o sudbini 
svoje bake. Sebastian Spreng u Americi je poznat 
ne samo kao slikar, nego i kao glazbeni kritičar, no 
zbog multiple skleroze završio je u invalidskim 
kolicima, više ne može držati kist u ruci pa slika 
prstima i uz pomoć iPada. Među umjetnicima koji 

su svoje radove ustupili Julieti Valls Noyes likov
noj su publici najpoznatiji Julio Larraz i Humberto 
Calzada, obojica izbjeglice s Castrove Kube. Julio 
Larraz trenutačno ima veliku retrospektivnu izlož
bu u Veneciji. 

Američka je veleposlanica izložbu u rezidenciji 
na Tuškancu posvetila svojoj majci, dobroj pozna
vateljici umjetnosti. 

 Mama mi je puno pomogla pri odabiru radova 
 kaže Julieta Valls Noyes.  Ona živi u Miamiju, a 
moj otac je preminuo prije nekoliko godina. Kad 
su komunisti došli na Kubu, moji roditelji pobjegli 
su u Ameriku. Bilo im je teško ostaviti sve što su 
imali i početi život iznova, naporno su radili, a 
velika je stvar da u Americi ljudi koji su odlučni i 
naporno rade mogu postati veoma uspješni. Moj 
otac bio je uspješan u međunarodnom biznisu, 

zbog čega smo živjeli u različitim zemljama. 
Rođena sam u New Orleansu, a kao dijete živjela 
u Brazilu, Ekvadoru i Venezueli. Kako sam iz 
bikulturalne obitelji i odmalena sam živjela inter
nacionalno, školovala se i imala prijatelje u razli
čitim državama, govorila različitim jezicima, bilo 
mi je posve prirodno opredijeliti se za diplomaci
ju. Osim toga, zaista sam zahvalna SADu što je 
mojoj obitelji omogućio da stvori novi život i bude 
uspješna, osjećam da moram nešto vratiti svojoj 
domovini i to mi je bila glavna motivacija da 
uđem u diplomatsku službu.

Kako je 1984. na sveučilištu Wellesley u Mas
sachusettsu diplomirala povijest i političke znano
sti, sljedeće se godine zaposlila u američkoj diplo
maciji. Na prijamnom ispitu za Foreign Service 
upoznala je svog supruga Nicka Noyesa, danas 

u zAgreb je dOnijelA svOju zbirKu 
tintArnicA, u KOjOj je zlAtnO nAlivperO 
s pOsvetOM sultAnA Od brunejA

od 2008. do 2011. bila je zamjenica američkog 
veleposlanika u vatikanu (1). S predsjednikom 
Barackom obamom (2). Uz zlatnu figuru papagaja, 
uspomenu iz Meksika (3). Platno koje je oslikao Daru 
jung Hyang kim, američki umjetnik azijskog podrijetla 
(4). Zbirka posudica za svetu vodicu (5). 
veleposlanica s obitelji: suprugom Nickom, sinovima 
Matthewom i Nicholasom te kćeri alexandrom (6)
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Julieta Valls Noyes:  Exhibition For Selected Eyes Only 
 

American Ambassador exclusively for “Gloria” presents the art collection which she selected for 

her Zagreb residence together with State Department curators, but the most important advisor in 

forming the collection was her mom. 

 

By Nevio Pintar 

Photos by Matej Dokic 

 

 

To all those who for the first time visit the residence of Julieta Valls Noyes, the U.S. 

Ambassador to Croatia, the hostess will with unhidden pleasure and pride first show a 

representative collection of paintings and photographs by thirteen contemporary American 

artists.  She has decorated the walls of her residence, a beautiful house with a spectacular garden 

on Tuskanac, with the artwork of her choice, which will be on display for as long as she is the 

Ambassador to Croatia, and a special catalogue has been printed for this small exhibition.  She is 

delighted that she can on a daily basis observe these art pieces which have, as she says, brought 

in new light and sparkle into her life. 

 

Every American Ambassador can, in cooperation with the State Department curators, select 

works of art which mean something to them and which talk about their priorities. Her Excellency 

Julieta Valls Noyes, the first woman at the head of the American Embassy in Croatia, and also 

the first Hispanic American in this position, has, with her selection, wished to illustrate what she 

deeply believes in: that the greatest strength of her home country lies in the fact that it 

successfully unites all possible diversities. 

 

“The artists represented in this exhibition are of diverse origin and have different forms of 

expression, but their works function as a unique collection, and I think they look great together at 

this house. That’s why the motto of the exhibition is the same as the U.S. coat of arms: E 

pluribus unum (Out of many, one). I am excited and happy to live with these works of art which 

beautifully show that people of different world views, race, age, sex and religion can live 

together in one country. I think that's what makes America great and I am honored that I can 

share this exhibition with the people in Croatia,” – the American Ambassador explains. 

 

International Life 

 

While not everyone can enter the Tuskanac residence, Ms. Valls Noyes says that surprisingly 

many Croatian citizens visit her residence, so that it always has an audience for the "E pluribus 

unum" exhibition. As a child of Cuban immigrants, she has included in the collection works of 

three American artists of Cuban roots, but the exhibition also shows works by African 

Americans, Asian Americans and artists of European descent, and the large abstract painting, 

shown on the catalogue cover, is a piece by Emmi Whitehorse from an Indian Navajo tribe. 

Muriel Hasbun is the granddaughter of a woman who survived the Holocaust and through her 

photographs tells her grandmother’s story. Sebastian Spreng is known in America not only as a 

painter, but also as a music critic, but because of multiple sclerosis he has ended up in a 

wheelchair, can no longer hold a brush in his hand, and now paints with his fingers and with the 



help of an iPad. The best known artists among those who have lent their works to Julieta Valls 

Noyes are Julio Larraz and Humberto Calzada, both refugees from Castro's Cuba. Julio Larraz 

currently has a large retrospective exhibition in Venice. 

 

The American Ambassador has dedicated the exhibition at the Tuskanac residence to her mother, 

a connoisseur of art. 

 

“My mom helped me a lot in selecting the artwork’” says Julieta Valls Noyes. “She lives in 

Miami.  My father passed away a few years ago. My parents fled to America when communists 

came to Cuba. It was difficult to leave everything they had behind and start a new life; they 

worked hard, and it is a great thing that in America, people who are committed and work hard 

can become very successful. My father was successful in international business, which is why we 

lived in different countries. I was born in New Orleans, and as a child lived in Brazil, Ecuador 

and Venezuela. Since I come from a bicultural family, and have lived internationally from an 

early age, I was educated and have friends in different countries, speak different languages, and 

it was only natural for me to choose a diplomatic life.  Additionally, I am really grateful to the 

U.S. for enabling my family to create a new life and to be successful, and I feel that I have to 

give something back to my home country and that was my main motivation for entering the 

diplomatic service.” 

 

She graduated with a degree in history and political science from the University of Wellesley in 

Massachusetts in 1984, and joined the American diplomatic service one year later. She met her 

husband Nick Noyes, today a retired diplomat, during the entrance exam for the Foreign Service.  

They have three children: daughter Alexandra and sons Nicholas and Matthew.  The two spouses 

mostly worked at the same diplomatic missions so that they were never separated for too long, 

and they’ve been in Zagreb since September of last year. Their already adult children live their 

lives in America, but have already visited their parents in Croatia.  Even though Julieta Valls 

Noyes is an experienced diplomat, Zagreb is her first Ambassadorial position, and she visited 

Croatia for the first time in 2012, when she accompanied then Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. 

 

“I immediately fell in love with Croatia, although I barely had time to see anything. Even then, I 

promised to myself that I would return and - here I am! It is my great honor and privilege to 

represent my home country in this beautiful country. It's been wonderful and exciting ever since 

I’ve come to Croatia, and I work on serious and important projects and initiatives which are also 

fun. Nick and I enjoy getting to know Croatia. We like to visit museums, go out to restaurants ... 

I like everything I've tried here, especially fish and blueberries. I prefer just to walk around, 

watch people, sit down for coffee ... I love Dolac, it is really a beautiful and picturesque market.” 

 

Collector 

 

The American Ambassador has also visited the famous flea market Hrelic, where she bought a 

new item for her large collection of inkwells. Wherever she travels, something makes her stroll 

through local flea markets. As she has previously lived in 11 countries and visited about 80 of 

them, we could say that she is an international expert for this type of shopping. 

 

“I find flea markets very entertaining, like a treasure hunt.  One can find all kind of things at 

Hrelic, and three percent are cool things,” the American Ambassador assesses professionally. 

 



Her collection of inkwells from all over the world, which also includes a golden fountain pen 

with the Sultan of Brunei’s dedication, is located on an antique table which she bought while she 

worked in Spain. 

 

“I’ve brought very little furniture to the residence, but I could not live without this table and the 

inkwell collection.  The first inkwell belonged to my grandmother.  I received it after her death, 

and that’s how I started collecting them. I have an inkwell from all the countries where we’ve 

lived, and now I have one from Croatia too,” Ms. Valls Noyes tells us.  Ms. Valls Noyes collects 

all sorts of things, such as rhinoceros figurines, containers for holy water, various wooden and 

metal boxes, and she also has a collection of lavishly framed mirrors from Peru, and small 

rosewater bottles from Marrakech.  Ms. Valls Noyes has also brought a fairly big collection of 

nativity scenes to Zagreb. 

 

“I don’t think that a single item from my collection is of any particular value, but they represent 

fond memories for me. My husband and I buy such things.  We like to have something special 

from every place we visit. Whenever we travel to a new country, we always buy a new 

Christmas tree decoration. When we decorate it, it looks like a United Nation’s Christmas tree.” 

 

They’ve already bought a Christmas tree decoration in Croatia, as well as two paintings, but the 

American Ambassador still has plenty of time to add new souvenirs and memories from Croatia 

to her lovely collections. 


